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Wonder, with whom she founded Wondaland Arts Society in 2007. 
 “It was a very eureka moment when I met them,” Monáe says of her 
affectionately dubbed “dream team” who now act as writers and pro-
ducers at Wondaland. “There was something in their eyes that I felt very 
connected to, like we were really meant to create together. I knew it was 
music-related, but I didn’t know it would take us this far. That was the 
first time I got that feeling … and ever since we’ve been collaborating.”
 Monáe, Lightning, and Wonder formed the Society initially to 
release Monáe’s album, Metropolis: the Chase Suite independently. 
“We had been through a showcase with major labels, and we got con-
cerned that they were out of touch with what the people needed and 
wanted to hear,” Monáe explains. So they chose to put their minds 
together to start their own label that would speak directly to the 
people. “We’re very hands-on,” she says. “We want to create a differ-
ent blueprint to define art as a higher principle. We’re letting people 
know that you don’t have to take the same coordinates to get to the 
same destination.”
 In addition to the record label, Wondaland is also comprised of 
creative individuals who are committed to “celebrating individuality” 
through projects like music, books, and film. “We have actors, screen-
writers, graphic novelists, musicians, and performance artists who are 
running Wondaland and contributing their gifts,” Monae says.
 Although Monáe’s albums are distributed through Bad Boy and 
Atlantic, she notes that she and her Wondaland colleagues maintain full 
creative control.
 “We leave our egos at the door,” she says of their working relation-
ship, also admitting she’s not afraid to mess up in front of them. “We 
encourage each other to fail to get to the good stuff.”
 Wonder, Lightning, and Monáe collaborated on almost all of the songs 
on The ArchAndroid and are currently creating short films, or “e-Motion 
pictures” for every track on the album. The team also brought in its own 
orchestra for the record—from Wondaland, in fact—for the string compo-

sitions, which she claims to have dreamed up, literally. 
 “Luckily, I had my iPhone voice recorder by my bed,” she says of her 
late-night prophecies. “I would hear string arrangements and images 
would come to me along with lyrics and bass lines—entire song arrange-
ments already done.”
 With all the seriousness behind Monáe’s dedication, one can forget 
how much fun she’s actually having as an entertainer. She’s been 
known to break loose onstage and, although she wasn’t formally 
trained, her moonwalking and robotic moves have fans referring to her 
as a dancer—a title that makes Monáe chuckle. 
 “It’s, very much a reflection of how the music makes me feel, and I 
guess knowing everyone’s watching me,” she laughs while explaining 
her physical performance, something she admits isn’t choreographed.
Indeed, all eyes and ears are on Monáe. As the number one artist on 
Venus Zine’s 2010 Hot List and one of the most critically acclaimed mu-
sicians of the year—if not even the decade—Monáe has usurped expecta-
tions, defied genres, and blown away a broad spectrum of listeners.
 Artistic integrity is a principle she keeps high on her list, admitting 
that she has turned down opportunities to work with artists whose 
core values don’t align with her own. “Sometimes I just have to say no, 
even if it hurts me politically or pisses off peers in the industry,” Monáe 
explains. “You have to do what’s best for your brand and the thing that 
you believe in—the greater cause.”
 For Monáe, that includes creating art at every chance she gets, 
through her music and through helping the other artists at Wondaland. 
Between the albums and the attention and Wondaland’s projects, one 
would think it’s just a matter of time before Monáe runs out of steam. 
She says it hasn’t even crossed her mind.
 “There’s so much I haven’t done that I know I can do,” she insists. 
“There are so many ideas out there that are waiting for me to embrace, 
and there are so many lives to be changed.” Sounds like a reasonable 
goal if you’re Janelle Monáe.

monáe brings a soulfulness to her performances unlike any other young singer of her time, leading many to call her the reincarnation of James Brown.
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